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Graduation Mass: On the 21st of June students from 6th class celebrated their
graduation mass. It was also our end of year mass. Fr. Mullins was the
celebrant of the mass and wished us all well in the future. After the mass, 6th
class were presented with a plaque in recognition of their time spent in Annagh
Hill N.S. Shortly after they enjoyed a party in the school hall. Sadly we will have
to say good bye to our 6th class but we will only have fond memories of them in
the school. We wish Abbie, Amy, Cian Q, Cian M, Conor, Dean, Dylan, Emma,
Eoin, Jade, Jason, Katie G, Katie W, Megan, Niamh, Scott and Shauna every
good wish and happiness in their bright future ahead.
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50 Year Celebration of Annagh Hill N.S.
140 Years of Education
This September the present school buildings will be 50 years in existence and
140 years of the original schools (1877)
A special celebration will take place next September to mark this occasion.
Three meetings have taken place to date and the following is an outline of
events to take place to date:Sept 9th – Golf Classic (Cregmore Park Golf Club)
Sept 24th – Family Fun day
Sept 25th – Beginning of year mass (on the anniversary of the official opening of
the schools)
Week of 25th – 29th Sept – School based activities relating to 50 years
Sept 30th – Mass in school hall at 4p.m for parents, past pupils, members of the
community and friends of Annagh Hill N.S. This will be followed by
refreshments, tour of the school / display of photographs / newspaper cuttings
/ slideshow & video clips etc.
A celebration dance will be held in the Abbey Inn on 30th Sept.
More information will be distributed in the coming weeks. We look forward to a
gathering of all associated with Annagh Hill N.S. over the past decades.
Keep up to date with details on Facebook and Website.
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School Tour: The Junior and Senior school tours both took place in Galway this
year on Thursday June 1st. The whole school travelled to the Kingfisher Club in
NUIG for an amazingly fun-filled day of activities - rock climbing, KMX carts, a
disco dome, high energy assault course, Zorbee ball roll and Wrecking Ball. All
children thoroughly enjoyed it and the Junior to Second class children arrived
home very tired at 4pm.
Following the juniors departure, the children from 3rd to 6th class enjoyed a
leisurely and most scenic walk from NUIG over to Woodquay where they
embarked on a cruise on the Corrib Princess.
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Sale of Work: Thanks so much to all who helped to organise the Sale of Work
on 4th December. Thank you to those of you who sponsored and donated prizes.
A huge thank you also, to everyone who came to our Sale of Work. It was a
super success and a very enjoyable day for all. The money raised will go towards
making necessary improvements to the school, thus enhancing the learning
experiences of the children. The support we received from the local community
was amazing and we really appreciate it.

Christmas Charity Shop: Our Christmas Charity Shop raised €216.50. All
proceeds went to the very worthy charity Childline.
Christmas Concert: All of the children from Annagh Hill hugely entertained
parents and the local community on Tuesday 13th December. Two plays/musicals
were performed on the evening. The Junior play was performed by the children
from Junior Infants to Second class. It was called “A Special Kind of Present”.
There were many lines and songs to learn and the children did an excellent job
and performed extremely well on the night. The Senior play was “Cinderella
Rockerfella” and was performed by the children from 3rd to 6th class. There
were many main parts and the children really showed off their wonderful
talents during the performance. It was highly engaging and entertaining evening
for all. Congratulations to all the children for their hard work, dedication and
success.
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The cast of the Junior Play

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal:

Well done to our students who took part in Team Hope’s Shoebox Appeal. It is
an excellent cause and we were delighted to get involved.
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Christmas Outing: The children from Junior Infants to Second Class were
treated to a wonderful Christmas play in Leisureland on 20th December.
Performed by the Tallisman Theatre Company “Frosty the Snowman” was
thoroughly enjoyed by all children.
Brooklodge Nursing Home: The children from 5th and 6th class children went to
Brooklodge Nursing Home to entertain everyone through music, dance and song.
They performed a lovely repertoire of Christmas classics, music, gymnastics and
set dancing.

National Children's Choir Concert: Congratulations to the children of 4th, 5th
and 6th class who took part in the National Children's Choir Regional Concert in
Leisureland on Tuesday May 9th. It was a magnificent performance and many
audience members were overwhelmed by what they heard and experienced. The
children were accompanied by an ensemble made up of piano, string quartet and
percussion. It was a fantastic event that was enjoyed by all. We are so proud
of the children for their efforts throughout the year and a huge thanks to Ms.
Heneghan and Ms. Flynn for preparing the choir since September.
Many congratulations to Jade Murphy, Katie Gorham, Conor McBrien and Jessica
Murphy who got a once in a lifetime opportunity to sing in the National Concert
Hall in Dublin as part of the National Children’s Choir ‘Cainimis le Cheile’. The
concert took place on Saturday May 27th and it was an amazing achievement for
the children who sang a range of songs from a large repertoire. The event was
sold out and Mary Kennedy who presents ‘Nationwide’ was the compere for the
evening. We are very proud of Jessica, Conor, Katie and Jade for representing
the school so well and a big thank you to their parents for all of their
cooperation and support
School Choir Concert: A delightful evening was had in the school hall on
Tuesday May 16th when members of our National Children’s Choir sang a
selection of songs from their repertoire. The children sounded angelic and
there was immense praise for their hard work in making it a wonderful evening.
Thanks to Ms. Flynn and Ms. Heneghan for conducting and organising the
children so well.
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The Sacraments:
First Confession: The boys and girls in 2nd class made their First Confession on
March 2nd. Thanks to Mrs Grealish for preparing the children for the
sacrament and also to Fr. Mullins for celebrating the sacrament with the
children.
First Holy Communion: Congratulations to 2nd class on making their First Holy
Communion on Saturday, April 29th in Brooklodge Church. We are very proud of
them and they all thoroughly enjoyed the day. Sincere thanks and
congratulations to Mrs. Grealish for preparing the children so well for this
important time in their lives.
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Confirmation: The children from 6th class received the Sacrament of
Confirmation on February 27th. It was a very special ceremony and the children
thoroughly enjoyed it. Thanks to Mr. Greaney (class teacher), Fr. Mullins and
Archbishop Michael Neary for their input in making it such a wonderful occasion
for the children and their families. Our thanks also to Ms. Heneghan for
helping to prepare the choir for the day.

Irish Dancing: The children enjoy
their Irish Dancing lessons with Susan
O’Shaughnessy on Mondays during school
time throughout the year. We are all
looking forward to the dancing
extravaganza to be held in the school
hall on Monday 26th June.
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Time for Sport:
Raftery Cup: Hard luck to our Raftery Cup teams who were defeated in their
final games on May 26th. They battled hard throughout and have been fantastic
all year. We are very proud of all of them.

9 a-side Team

7 a-side Team
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We would like to pay tribute to the boys and girls who trained so hard
during the year and to their teachers Mr. Greaney, Mrs Hughes and Ms.
Heneghan and mentors who helped out and for their dedication and
commitment throughout the year.
Cross Country Running: Well done to all our pupils who took part in the AAI
Galway Cross Country Running Competition on Tuesday, September 20th in
Renmore.
Mini 7s – Hurling: Our hurlers were in action in Carnmore in the Mini 7s
competition. A win and two defeats in their group meant that they didn’t
progress further. Our 3rd and 4th class boys played a match against Bawnmore
N.S. after our group matches.
Mini 7s Football: Our girls and boys competed in the Corofin section of the
mini 7s in Belclare on Friday 23rd September. Our girls won two of their three
group matches and just missed out on a place in the final. Our boys topped
their group and did superbly well to reach the County finals which were played
on October 12th in Loughgeorge.
Cumann na mBunscol – Boys Football: Well done to our 4th, 5th and 6th class
boys who performed so well in the Cumann na mBunscol 11 a side Football
competition in Abbeyknockmoy on May 22nd. They won two of their matches and
narrowly lost one by a goal. They finished in second place in the group. Well
played boys!
Cumann na mBunscol – Girls Football: Hard luck to our girls who were defeated
in the Cumann na mBunscol 9 a side County Final in Loughgeorge on May 30th.
They worked incredibly hard and can be very proud of their performance. A big
thank you to all who came to give the girls such great support. Well done girls!
U-13 Mini Olympic Handball: Our U-13 won their three mini Olympic Handball
games in Cregmore on March 9th. They played against Belclare, Annaghdown and
Cregmore and went forward to take part in the Galway Finals. The County Finals
took place on April 4th in Knocknacarra. They reached the semi-final stage and
just lost out by one goal. They played extremely well and we are very proud of
them.
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U-11 Mini Olympic Handball: Congratulations to the U-11 Mini Olympic
Handball girls on winning the county final on December 7th. They first got
through the preliminary round in Knocknacarra on November 30th beating
Kilkerrin, Gardenfield and then Knocknacarra. After getting through the
quarter finals, they beat Scoil Ide in the semi-final, before being up against
Tirellan in the final. The girls were justly rewarded by a 2-1 win.

1st Class Hurling/Camogie Blitz: On Thursday November 10th the children
from 1st class travelled to Abbeyknockmoy and took part in a blitz against
Newtown N.S.

2nd Class Hurling/Camogie Blitz: On Tuesday November 15th, it was the turn of
the children from 2nd class to travel to the astro turf pitch in Abbeyknockmoy
and take part in a blitz against Newtown N.S. The children thoroughly enjoyed
both days and it was a great experience for them.
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Archbishop McHale Soccer Tournament: Our boys and girls had a great day at
the soccer tournament hosted by Archbishop McHale College in Tuam on May
5th. Our boys went all the way to the final, which they won following a penalty
shootout. All the children deserve great credit for their performances
throughout the day. We are very proud of them. Thanks to those who gave us
great support throughout the course of the day and all at Archbishop McHale
College for organising and hosting a most enjoyable day.

FAI 5-a-side Soccer Boys: Well done to our boys who took part in the FAI 5s
competition in Newbridge on March 8th. They won their four group matches and
qualified for the Galway Finals that took place in Drom on March 29th. They
performed superbly well to reach the final and were unfortunately defeated in a
penalty shootout. Well done boys!!
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FAI 5-a-side Soccer Girls:

Our girls took part in
the FAI 5s competition
in Newbridge on March
7th. They won one
game and drew three
which meant they
finished in 2nd place in
their group. They did
not progress to the
next stage but can be
very proud of how they
played.

Indoor Soccer Tournament Ballygar: Well done to our 4th, 5th and 6th class
boys who took part in an indoor soccer tournament on 26th January run by
Coláiste Mhuire, Ballygar. We entered two teams and they ended up playing
each other at the quarter final stage where they were only separated by a
golden goal.

Tag Rugby Blitz: Peter O’Hara in conjunction with Connaught Rugby and
Monivea Rugby Club coached 1st and 2nd classes during the school term. A mini
tag rugby blitz took place in Monivea on Thursday 8th December. This was a
non-competitive blitz and the children had great fun.
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3rd Class AIB Football Blitz:

On Thursday May 4th children from 3rd class travelled to Belclare for a football
blitz. They were all really excited to meet our county footballer Shane Walsh.
Thanks and well done to AIB for organising the day.
Nicholson Cup and Patricia Kelly Cup: Thanks to Monivea Abbey GAA Football
Club for hosting the Nicholson Cup, Patricia Kelly Cup, Cooke Shield and Club
Shield competitions in Monviea on 19th May. All the children had a great day and
there was some great football on display. Well done to all involved.

Treacy Cup: Congratulations to our senior girls on a fabulous win in the Treacy

Cup on June 14th. The girls won all their group matches and played Belclare in
the final. This match proved to be very exciting and luckily we came out on top
with a 3 point margin. The girls were thrilled with their success and were
overjoyed on being presented with the Treacy Cup and their individual trophies.
Thanks to all at Cummer NS for hosting the basketball competition.
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This brings the sporting year to an end. We couldn't be more proud of all the
boys and girls who represented our school so well this year in football, hurling,
soccer, mini Olympic handball and basketball. Very well done to all.
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Operation Transformation 10@10: The children all enjoyed taking part in
Operation Transformation’s 10 minutes of exercise at 10 o’clock on Friday
February 10th.

Take on the Teachers Challenge: As Friday 15th September was National
Fitness Day, we all had great fun taking part in a “Take on the Teachers”
challenge. Congratulations to the students who put their teachers to shame by
coming out on top in the end. We can look forward to a rematch in the future.!!
Zumba: Zumba teacher Alex very kindly came to our school on Tuesdays for
four weeks during April and May to teach Zumba to the children. All children in
the school took part in the brilliant and sometimes challenging workouts. Alex
made the whole experience very easy and comfortable for the children so thank
you Alex.

16

Sports Day: Sports Day this year was held on the 9th June and was a huge
success, thanks to all involved. While the children from first class up went
swimming in the morning, the Junior and Senior infants had great fun playing all
the traditional games such as wheel barrow races and relays. By the afternoon,
all classes were out on the grounds enjoying a great variety of games and races.
All children thoroughly enjoyed the day and were rewarded with a treat to
finish it off.
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Visit from Turloughmore U-21s: Many thanks to the players, coaches and
backroom staff of the victorious Turloughmore U-21 team who visited our
school on 7th October. It was great to have Tom Shiel, Joe Hession and Gerry
Linnane along with players Karl Conneely, Tiernan Collins and Brion Connolly visit
us with the Frank Fahy Cup. Tiernan and Brion are past pupils of Annagh Hill
N.S. and we were delighted to welcome them back.
Visit from Corofin Football Team: Our thanks to members of the Corofin
Senior Football team who visited our school on 30th November with both Galway
and Connacht Senior Football Cups. We congratulate them on their fantastic
success.
Visit from Monivea-Abbey GAA: A big thank you to the members of the
Monivea-Abbey GAA club who visited our school on 22nd December, with the
County Intermediate Cup. Brian and Paul Flaherty, along with Denis Farragher
are past pupils of Annagh Hill and it was great to welcome them back. They were
accompanied by Bobby Mullins and Gabriel Divilly, both of whom we'd also like to
thank for giving of their time to visit our school. We wish them all the best in
2017.
New Footbridge: On Wednesday June 7th all children and teachers took a walk
down to the new footbridge which is situated on the West side of the N63 and
opened on Friday June 2nd. It is hoped that children and their parents will use
the footbridge to get to school in the next school year in conjunction with our
Walk on Wednesday.

18

Green Flag: We are delighted to announce that we have received our sixth
Green Flag. The theme was Global Citizenship - Litter and Waste. We were
presented with the flag on Thursday, May 4th at a ceremony in the Galway Bay
Hotel. Katie and Caoimhe from the Green Schools Committee accompanied Ms.
Flynn and Mrs. Hughes to what was a very worthwhile, enjoyable event. Well
done to the committee members - Jack, Caoimhe, Dylan, Eva, Katie and Niamh
who were led by Ms. Flynn and Mrs. Hughes.

Active Flag: Well done to pupils and staff for participating in numerous active
tasks throughout the year with the highlight being ‘Active Week’. The week
began with Move it Monday, Tug of War Tuesday as well as an energetic Zumba
class in the afternoon with Alex. On Wednesday we began our morning with
Walk on Wednesday which was followed by the 'Take on the Teachers'
challenge! On Thursday, Ultimate Frisbee coach Emma O' Callaghan visited our
school and demonstrated the skills and technique involved. Active week finished
with swimming lessons in the morning, followed by the final take on the teachers
challenge and parachute games. Pupils also participated in the 10 @ 10 national
campaign where children participated in ten minutes of exercise at 10 o’clock.
Walk on Wednesday in conjunction with the Green Flag was also enjoyed in term
1 and the final term. Two gym instructors from Club Vitae in Oranmore visited
the school as part of Active Schools and did non-competitive exercises with
each class. Many thanks to the Active Flag Committee members Simona, Dylan,
Isabel, Shane, Katie, Morgan and Conor for their hard work throughout the
year, who were led by our Active Flag co-ordinator Ms. Heneghan.

19

Sponsored Walk: We are looking forward to our annual sponsored walk on 26th
June. This walk is enjoyed by all and especially the ice-cream cone afterwards

Book Fair: The annual Book Fair was held in the school during the third week in
May. There was a wide variety of books to choose from and the children really
enjoyed browsing through them and deciding on which books to buy. The Book
Fair raised €909 in free books for our school. Thank you to everyone who
attended and supported the Book Fair.

Our School Garden
We have been working on our school garden in conjunction with the gardening
team from Brooklodge Ability Care West. Each class got an opportunity to plant
different fruit, vegetables and flowers – onions, carrots, potatoes, fennel,
runner beans, potatoes, sun flowers, kale and strawberries. We all helped to
maintain the garden and are looking forward to the harvest.
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Quiz Time
Maths Quiz: Congratulations to Jason, Shauna, Katie and Jason in 6th class on
finishing 2nd place in the maths competition run by Tuam Education Centre at
the Ard Rí House on 24th November. They did superbly well to answer 23 out of
26 questions correctly, with the winning score being 24. We are very proud of
them.

Spelling Bee: Well done to Jason 6th class who represented our school
admirably at the County Galway Spelling Bee in the Salthill Hotel on April 4th.

Credit Union Quiz: Well done to Mark, Darragh, Nell, Emma and Conor who

represented the school at the St. Jarlath’s Credit Union Quiz on Friday,
January 27th in the U-11 section. Also, well done to our U-13 team of Jason,
Cian, Shauna, Amy and Scott who represented the school admirably.

21

U-11 Quiz Team

U-13 Quiz Team
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Competitions
I.C.A. Writing Competition: Well done to Aoife Canavan 3rd class, who won
the Halloween Story Writing Competition on 25th November sponsored by the
Irish Countrywomen’s Association.

P.T.A.A. Essay Writing Competition: Congratulations to Shauna O’Brien 6th
class who won the Pioneer Total Abstinence Association’s essay writing
competition.

Craft Fair Competition: Hearty congratulations to Conor McBrien 4th class,
who was winner of the Lackagh Museum Christmas Craft Fair Competition on
19th December.

Cór na nÓg: Huge congratulations and well done to Katie Gorham and Shauna
O’Brien (6th class), Conor McBrien and Caoimhe Duane (4th class) on their
mesmerising performance as part of the Cór na nÓg Choir under conductor Joan
MacDonnell. They joined with choirs and musicians from around the country to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Our Lady and St. Nicholas Church, Dunmore
on Saturday March 25th. It was a huge performance which included Faure’s
Requiem and a wonderful experience to have been a part of.

Scór na bPáistí: Congrats to our pupils who took part in the Scór na bPáistí
competition on March 26th. Well done to Niamh, Amy, Katie G, Emma, Eva,
Alanna, Shauna and Katie W who won the set dancing competition. Also, well
done to Nell who participated in the recitation competition. We are very proud
of them all.

Corofin Sheep Shearing Festival: Rian in 2nd class came first in the colouring
competition for the Corofin Sheep Shearing Festival on 26th May. Well done
Rian!
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6th Class Hoodies: On Friday December 11th, 6th class were delighted to see
their new specially designed hoodies arrive in school. All class members helped
in choosing the colour and design of the hoodies and have loved wearing them
ever since. They are light grey in colour with the school crest and child’s initials
on the front with all the class autographs on the back.

SkyDome: Skydome is a mobile planetarium which came to our school on March
16th. All classes learned so much and really enjoyed the experience. It was full
of fascinating constellations, stars, planets and a wealth of information.
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Open Day: An open morning for parents and prospective pupils for the school
year 2017-2018 took place on February 9th. It was a wonderful success and a
very positive experience. The parents visited each classroom and the children
helped to showcase the daily work in our school and the positive environment we
have here in Annagh Hill.
Mural: Our thanks to Galit Costello who helped the boys and girls in 6th class to
create a beautiful mural. It is located in the corridor and we are all delighted
with how it turned out. We look forward to Galit returning in September to
work with the children in creating more murals.

Little Hands Montessori / After School Care: We are fortunate to have a
breakfast and afterschool club, as well as a Montessori room within our school.
It is available to cater for children before school starts and after school
finishes as well as a pre-school for younger children. Opening times are 8am to
6pm. However, earlier or later opening times can be arranged. You may be
entitled to subsidised childcare. Please log on to www.affordablechildcare.ie
For further information contact Helen on 086 1683410 or Sandra 089 2389446
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Visit from Caithriona King: The 1st, 2nd and 3rd class girls had a visit from top
milliner Caithriona King on the 19th June. The girls looked at examples of
Caithriona’s work and then made headpieces of their own. A huge thank you to
Caithriona for taking the time out to visit.

Afterschool Activities:
Orla’s Art: Thanks to Orla Forde for her creative art lessons which took place
in the first term and will take place again in the autumn.
Karate: Karate with Jimmy O’Gorman takes place on Wednesday evenings.
Jimmy is contactable on 085-7465133
Zumba: Zumba lessons with Alex takes place on Thursday evenings. Alex is
contactable on 087-7630303
Facebook & Website: Please keep up to date on news and events taking place in
our school on our Facebook page and visit us our website www.annagh-hillns.ie
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Our Class Pictures
Junior & Senior Infants with teacher Ms. Flynn

Back Row l-r: James Nevin, Cathal Timmins, Conor O’Brien, Aaron Furey, Nathan
Kearns-Conroy
Middle Row l-r: Conor Bourke, Saorlaith Ní Mhuireadhaigh, Diarmuid Collins, Kieanna
Brooks, Matthew Heneghan, Nora Gibson
Front Row l-r: Liam Allen, Jennifer McBrien, Jamie Roche, Keela Quirke, Oisín Finn,
Eliza Watts-Renton, Ryan Heneghan
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1st & 2nd Classes with teacher Ms. Grealish

Back Row l-r: Sophie Duane, Cathal Burke, Joshua Kearns-Conroy, Emily Canavan,
Sarah Nevin, Carla McBrien, Felix Romy Philip
Second last Row l-r: Rian Biggins, Nicole O’Reilly, Emma O’Reilly, Killian Furey, Daire
Cahalan, Simona French, Nicole Madden
Second Row l-r: Jude Collins, Cian Allen, Tom Gibson, Cian Furey, Catherine Burke,
Lauren Cahalan
Front Row l-r: Lauren Roche, Amy Hynes, Freya Donnellan, Emma Furey
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3rd Class with teacher Ms. Hughes

Back Row l-r: Jack Finn, Darren Hynes, Cormac Furey, Dylan Furey, Aoife Canavan
Front Row l-r:Caleb Donnellan, Grace Whelan, Alanna Collins, Darren Devaney, Katie
Watts-Renton
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4th Class with teacher Ms. Heneghan & SNA Breda Lynch

Back Row l-r: Mark Farragher, Darragh O’Brien, Lee Murphy, Evan O’Reilly, Mac Dara
Ó Muireadhaigh
Midde Row l-r Conor McBrien, Amy Furey, Jessica Murphy, Caoimhe Duane, Blaine
Biggins
Front Row l-r: Nell Walczak, Aoife Kearns Conroy, Isabel Gough, Emily Burke, Nicole
Collins
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5th& 6th Classes with teacher Mr. Greaney

Back Row l-r: Abbie Gough, Jason Freaney, Emma Collins, Cian Murphy, Jade Murphy,
Conor Reilly
Second last Row l-r: Cian Quirke, Katie Whelan, Dylan Rabbitte Treacy, Shauna O’Brien,
Eoin Connolly, Niamh Cannon
Second Row l-r: Megan Dunican, Dean Collins, Katie Gorham, Scott Forde, Amy Roche
Front Row l-r: Shane Canavan, Morgan Lambert, Eva Rabbitte Treacy, Emma Allen,
Dylan Killoran-Bowman, Ryan Jensen
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It is hard to believe that this academic year of 2016/17 is drawing to a close and
once again we had a wonderful year. It is impossible to list all the highlights but
we hope you enjoyed what we have put together in this Special Edition
Newsletter.
A sincere word of appreciation to the wonderful teaching staff of Annagh Hill
National School - Ms. Flynn, Mrs Hughes, Mr. Greaney, Mrs Grealish and
Ms. Heneghan. Thanks to the Resource teachers Ms. Keady, Ms. McLoughlin
and Ms. O’Connor. A special word of thanks also to Nora, Breda, Philip and
Martin for their hard work and commitment to the school during the year.
Thank you to all the pupils and parents for your co-operation and dedication
during the past school year.
To the members of the Board of Management, the staff of Little Hands and
members of the local community – your support has been greatly appreciated.
Wishing you all a happy and safe summer break and looking forward to seeing
you all again when the school re-opens on September 1st
Mrs Flaherty
Principal Annagh Hill National School
June 2017
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